
Politics 230 
Introduction to Comparative Politics 

Spring 2015 
 

Location: Robertson 001 
Time: Tuesday & Thursday, 9-9:50am 
 
Professor 
Grigore Pop-Eleches   
Office hours: Monday 1:30-3:30pm in 220 Bendheim 
Email: gpop@princeton.edu  
 
Preceptor  
Yang-Yang Zhou   
Office hours: Wednesday 9:00-10:00am, 3:30- 4:30pm in 026 Corwin 
Email:  yz3@princeton.edu 
 
This course introduces students to the study of comparative politics, which is defined as the 
study of domestic politics anywhere in the world. The course surveys institutions of government and 
explores the role of government in economic and social affairs in developing as well as advanced 
industrial countries. The overarching theme is the relationship between capitalism, democracy, and 
economic development. The course also provides an introduction to the comparative method: using both 
“classics” and recent research as examples, we will explore how different scholars use cross-national and 
sub-national comparisons to gain insight into political dynamics. 
 
 
Course Requirements:  

1. A mid-term exam in class during mid-term week worth 20% of your final grade.  
2. An 8-10 page paper worth 25% of your final grade. This will be due on Dean’s date (May 12th.)  
3. A take-home final exam worth 35% of your final grade during the spring examination period.  
4. Attendance and participation in precepts is mandatory and is worth 20% of the final course 

grade. Evaluation will be based on attendance, on the quality of your participation and on the 
quality of your weekly discussion questions/comments submitted via Blackboard prior to the 
precept. 

 
Tuesday, February 3 
Thursday February 5 
Lectures 1&2:  Course overview and Introduction 
 
Lijphart, Arend. "Comparative politics and the comparative method." The American Political Science 
Review 65.3 (1971): 682-693. 
 
King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. Designing social inquiry: Scientific inference in 
qualitative research. Princeton University Press, 1994. pp.3-28. Available at: 
http://press.princeton.edu/chapters/s5458.pdf 
 
Recommended: 
Bellemare, Marc F. A Primer on Linear Regression 
http://marcfbellemare.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Regression.pdf  



 
Tuesday, February 10 
Thursday February 12 
Lectures 3&4: Economic development – early theories and evidence 
Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels. Manifesto of the communist party. CH Kerr & Company, 
1906. Read pp.14-27 (Sections I&II) 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Manifesto.pdf  
 
Weber, Max The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Chapters 1 (pp. 35-46) & Chapter 
5 (155-163 and 174-183). Available at link below: 
http://solomon.soth.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo/soth/documentidx.pl?sourceid=S10023904 
 
Lerner, Daniel The Passing of Traditional Society: Modernizing the Middle East  (Free 
Press,1958), pp. 43-75. 
 
Rostow, W.W.  The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto (Cambridge 
University Press, 1960), pp. 1-12 
 
Gerschenkron, Alexander  Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective (Harvard 
University Press, 1962), pp. 5-30. 
 
Valenzuela, J. Samuel, and Arturo Valenzuela. "Modernization and dependency: Alternative 
perspectives in the study of Latin American underdevelopment." Comparative politics 10.4 
(1978). Read pp.543-550 (skim 535-543,550-556.) 
 
Tuesday, February 17 
Thursday February 19 
Lectures 5&6: Economic development revisited 
 
Wade, Robert Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East 
Asian Development (Princeton University Press, 1990), pp. 3-29; 300-309. 
 
Sachs, Jeffrey “Poland and Eastern Europe: What is to be Done?” Economist 1/13/1990  
http://www.economist.com/node/13002085 
 
Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson. The colonial origins of comparative 
development: an empirical investigation” The American Economic Review 91.5 (2001): 1369-
1401. (skim technical details on pp.1385-1394) 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/2677930.pdf?acceptTC=true&acceptTC=true&jpdConfirm=t
rue   
 
Williamson, John (2008) ‘A Short History of the Washington Consensus’ 
http://bbokstore.iie.com/publications/papers/williamson0904-2.pdf 
 
Yao, Yang “The End of the Beijing Consensus” Foreign Affairs 02/02/2010 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/print/65914 
 



The Economist – The Visible Hand – Special Report on State Capitalism January 2012 
http://www.thepresidency.gov.za/ElectronicReport/downloads/volume_4/business_case_viability/BC1_R
esearch_Material/20120121_state_capitalism.pdf  
 
The Economist - China: The paradox of prosperity - January 2012   
http://www.economist.com/node/21543537  
 
Tuesday, February 24 
Thursday February 26 
Lectures 7&8: Democracy and Democratization 
 
Dahl, Robert. Polyarchy (Yale University Press, 1971), pp. 1-16   
 
Lipset, Seymour Martin.  Political Man (Johns Hopkins University Press 1959/1981), pp.27-63. 
 
Moore, Barrington. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy (Beacon Press, 1966), pp. 
413-52 
 
Huntington, Samuel. 1991 “Democracy’s Third Wave,” Journal of Democracy 2(2):12-34. 
 
Di Palma, Giuseppe. "Why democracy can work in Eastern Europe." Journal of Democracy 2.1 
(1991): 21-31. http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v002/2.1di_palma.pdf  
 
Zakaria, Fareed 1997 “The Rise of Illiberal Democracy,” Foreign Affairs 76(6):22-43 
 
Carothers, Thomas 2007 “How Democracies Emerge: The ‘Sequencing’ Fallacy’” Journal of 
Democracy 18(1)12-27 
 
Tuesday, March 3 
Thursday March 5 
Tuesday, March 10 
Lectures 9&10&11: Democracy and Authoritarianism in Developing Countries 
 
Varshney, Ashutosh “India Defies the Odds: Why Democracy Survives.”  Journal of Democracy 
9, No. 3 (July 1998): 36-50. 
 
Levitsky, Steven and Lucan A. Way, “The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism.” Journal of  
Democracy 13, No. 2 (April 2002): 51-65. 
 
Stepan, Alfred and Graeme Robertson, “An ‘Arab’ More than ‘Muslim’ Electoral Gap,  Journal 
of  Democracy 14, No. 3 (July 2003): 30-44 
 
Bellin, Eva “Reconsidering the Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Lessons from 
the Arab Spring” Comparative Politics 44(2):127-149. 
 
Hale, Henry E. “Eurasian polities as hybrid regimes: The case of Putin’s Russia” Journal of 
Eurasian Studies 1 (2010) 33–41. 
 



Howard, Marc “Similarities and Differences between Eastern Europe in 1989 and the Middle 
East in 2011” Monkeycage blog post 
http://themonkeycage.org/blog/2011/05/30/similarities-and-differences-between-eastern-europe-
in-1989-and-the-middle-east-in-2011/ 
 
Orenstein, Mitchell A.  “Democracy in a Divided Europe” 
http://www.clas.ufl.edu/users/bernhard/whitherpapers/ARTICLE%20MS%20Democracy%20in%20a%20
Divided%20Europe%202.pdf  
 
 
Thursday March 12 - Mid-term examination – No precepts that week! 
 
 
Week of March 17 -- Spring Break!  
 
 
Tuesday, March 24 
Thursday March 26 
Lecture 12&13: The State and Political Order 
 
Huntington, Samuel Political Order in Changing Societies, Yale University Press, pp. 1-32. 
 
Evans, Peter Embedded Autonomy, Princeton University Press 1995, chapter 3 pp.43-73. 
 
Fukuyama, Francis “The Imperatives of State-Building.”  Journal of Democracy 15, No. 2(April 
2004), pp. 17-31. 
 
Levitsky, Steven, and María Victoria Murillo. "Variation in institutional strength." Annual 
Review of Political Science 12 (2009): 115-133. 
 
Tuesday, March 31 
Thursday April 2 
Lectures 14&15 Political Mobilization 
 
Tarrow, Sidney. Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics. Cambridge University 
Press, 1998 (2nd ed.)  
- Ch. 1: Collective Action and Social Movements (pp. 10-28) 
- Ch. 6: Acting Contentiously. (pp. 95-110) 
 
Scott, James C. Domination and the Arts of Resistance (1990) 
- Ch.1: Behind the Official Story (pp.1-16) 
- Ch.7: The Infrapolitics of Subordinate Groups (pp. 183-201) 
 
Kuran, Timur.  Private Truths, Public Lies: The Social Consequences of Preference Falsification (1995). 
- Ch. 3 Private Opinion, Public Opinion  
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, April 7 
Thursday April 9 
Lectures 16&17 The Role of Institutions  
 
Mainwaring, Scott 1993. “Presidentialism, Multipartism, and Democracy: the Difficult 
Combination,” Comparative Political Studies 26(2). 
 
Linz, Juan. “The Perils of Presidentialism,” In Diamond and Plattner, eds.The Global 
Resurgence of Democracy, pp. 124-142 
 
Shugart, Mathew Soberg and Scott Mainwaring, “Presidentialism and Democracy in Latin 
America: Rethinking the Terms of the Debate,” in Mainwaring and Shugart, Presidentialism and 
Democracy in Latin America (Cambridge University Press, 1997), pp. 12-54. 
 
Shepsle, Kenneth and Mark S. Bonchek. 1997. Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior and 
Institutions. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Chapter 7, p.166-191. 
 
Lijphart, Arend 1991 “Constitutional Choices for New Democracies,” Journal of Democracy 
2(1) 72-84 
 
Lardeyret, Guy 1991 “The Problem with PR,” Journal of Democracy 2(3): 30-35. 
 
 
Tuesday April 14 
Thursday, April 16 
Lectures 18&19: Ethnic diversity and ethnic conflict  
 
Horowitz, Donald L.  Ethnic Groups in Conflict (University of California Press, 1985), pp.3-54. 
 
Roeder, Philip G.  1999.“Peoples and States after 1989: The Political Costs of Incomplete 
National Revolutions,” Slavic Review 58, 854-882. 
 
Posner, Daniel “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas are 
Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi,” American Political Science Review 98, 4: 529-
545. 
 
Varshney, Ashutosh. "Ethnic conflict and civil society." World Politics 53.3 (2001): 362-398. 
 
Recommended: 
Fearon, James & Laitin, David. 1996. “Explaining Ethnic Cooperation”, American Political 
Science Review 90(4):715-735. 
 
Habyarimana, James, Macartan Humphreys, Daniel N. Posner, and Jeremy M. Weinstein. 2007. 
"Why does ethnic diversity undermine public goods provision?" American Political Science 
Review 101(4):709-725. 
 
 



Tuesday, April 21 
Thursday April 23 
Lectures 20&21 Institutional responses to ethnic diversity  
 
Horowitz, Donald L. Ethnic Groups in Conflict (University of California Press, 1985), pp.563-
600; 628-651. 
 
Lijphart, Arend.  Democracy in Plural Societies (Yale University Press, 1977), pp. 1-52. 
 
Reynolds, Andrew. 2005. “Building Democracy after Conflict: Constitutional Medicine.”  
Journal of Democracy 16(1): 54-68. 
 
 
Tuesday, April 28 
Thursday,  April 30 
Lectures 22&23: A case study: Ukraine  
 
Way, Lucan. "Kuchma's failed authoritarianism." Journal of Democracy 16.2 (2005): 131-145. 
 
Pop-Eleches, Grigore and Graeme Robertson. 2014. “After the Revolution: Long-term Effects of 
Electoral Revolutions.” Problems of Post-Communism. 61(4), 3-22. 
 
Peisakhin, Leonid “Why are people protesting in Ukraine? Providing historical context” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2013/12/19/why-are-people-protesting-
in-ukraine-providing-historical-context/  
 
Lada, Akos “Russia vs. Ukraine: A clash of brothers, not cultures” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/03/04/russia-vs-ukraine-a-clash-
of-brothers-not-cultures/  
 
Way, Lucan “Why Ukraine’s Yanukovych fell but so many analysts (including me) predicted he 
would survive” http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/02/26/why-
ukraines-yanukovych-fell-but-so-many-analysts-including-me-predicted-he-would-survive/ 
 
Others TBA 
 
Tuesday, May 12th – Final papers due by 5pm. 
 
 
Wednesday May 13th – Take-home final becomes available on Blackboard. Exam will be due on 
May 16th. Further details TBA. 
 
 


