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Do our theories translate to the
developing world?
Economic theories
Labor market
Fiscal burden
Sociotropic

Culture
Nativism
Education inculcates tolerance
Contact
Past history of migration
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Ideology
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Why ideology matters

Left-Right civil conflict in Colombia for 50+
years

Venezuelans very similar to Colombians

Migrants can vote in local elections

Venezuelans seen as leftists, most
Colombians support the right

Colombian views shaped by politicians and
media
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Hypotheses

Colombians will favor right-wing migrants

Preference for same partisans

Partisan concerns will affect support for
openness
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Empirical Strategy

Survey of ≈ 1,000 Colombians & ≈ 1,600
Venezuelans

Cali and Cúcuta, Colombia

Fall 2019

Observational questions

Conjoint
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Survey Sample
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Widespread Misperceptions
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Observational Support for Openness
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   Male

   (Baseline = Female)

Gender:

   African descent

   (Baseline = Mestizo)

Race:

   Violence by guerillas, irregular forces, paramilitaries

   Poverty

   Fear of arrest by the government

   (Baseline = Fear of crime in their area)

Reason for Leaving:

   Very likely to find work

   Unlikely to find work

   (Baseline = Cannot work)

Probability of Employment:

   High

   Medium

   (Baseline = Low)

Skill Level:

   Venezuelans

   Colombians displaced from around Cúcuta

   (Baseline = Colombians displaced from around Cali)

Identity of Migrant:

   Right

   Center

   (Baseline = Left)

Partisanship:

−.2 −.1 0 .1
Change in Pr(Migrant Preferred to Stay

in the City and receive Benefits)

Colombian respondents

−.2 −.1 0 .1
Change in Pr(Migrant Preferred to Stay

in the City and receive Benefits)

Venezuelan respondents
Conjoint
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Conditional on Right partisanship

Conditional on Center partisanship

Conditional on Left partisanship

Unconditional

−0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2

   Right

   Center

   Right

   Center

   Right

   Center

   Right

   Center

Change in Pr(Migrant Preferred to Stay
in the City and receive Benefits)

Colombian respondents

Conditional on Right partisanship

Conditional on Center partisanship

Conditional on Left partisanship

Unconditional

−0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2
Change in Pr(Migrant Preferred to Stay

in the City and receive Benefits)

Venezuelan respondents
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Right

Center

−0.05 0.00 0.05 0.10 0.15 0.20
Change in Pr(Migrant Preferred to Stay

in the City and receive Benefits)

Colombian respondents

−0.05 0.00 0.05 0.10 0.15 0.20
Change in Pr(Migrant Preferred to Stay

in the City and receive Benefits)

Colombians displaced
  from around Cali
Colombians displaced
  from around Cúcuta
Venezuelans

Venezuelan respondents

Partisanship x Home Region of Migrant

14



Conclusion

Political cleavages can “imprint” onto
immigrants

Role of misperceptions and political
stereotypes

Instrumental creation of identity

Need for more research in the Global South
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